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Dragons    
After Dark 
receives award
By CONOR HOLT
Staff Writer
The Dragons After Dark Program was selected 
this year by the Minnesota State Colleges and 
Universities to receive the Innovative Student Affairs 
Program Award.
“We are thrilled,” said Warren Wiese, vice presi-
dent of student affairs, “because this program really 
grew out of nothing, and students really seem to 
enjoy it.”
According to MnSCU, the Innovative Student 
Affairs Program Award is awarded to programs 
that use “new ideas, methods, or techniques that 
result in improved educational or developmental 
activities, services, or management for a college or 
university community.”
Wiese, along with Karen Mehnert-Meland, 
Director of Student Unions & Activities, submitted 
the nomination in February of this year. Within 
weeks, they were informed that the Dragons After 
Dark program had been chosen. They received their 
award at the Spring Chief Academic and Student 
Affairs Officers and Deans meeting on May 28. Both 
Wiese and Mehnert-Meland are extremely proud of 
the Dragons After Dark program.
“Of course I’m thrilled,” said Mehnert-Meland, 
“because these folks have really done an incredible 
job.”
dRagONs, BaCk page
The retention rate of the Corrick Center is at 
an all-time high. The MSUM Corrick Center for 
general education is a transitional program for 
under-prepared students that “provides an oppor-
tunity and access to college,” said Dr. Jarilyn Gess, 
Corrick Center Professor. 
Each semester 228 new freshman enter the pro-
gram looking to capitalize on that opportunity, 
while almost the same amount are turned away. 
Without this segment of our institution, these 
students would otherwise not meet the criteria to 
enroll at MSUM. With smaller classes and more 
one-on-one time Brennon Novacek, a sophmore in 
the Corrick Center said, “I like this kind of atmo-
sphere.”
Not all students took high school seriously. 
Perhaps they were in sports or simply spent time 
with their friends over doing schoolwork. These 
unprepared students sometimes don’t have the 
know-how right away to be thrown into a large 
university. The Corrick Center realizes this, and 
helps students transition with smaller classes and 
more one-on-one time. Also, “The faculty does a 
good job,” Novacek said.
“I feel it is a great transition program. In a perfect 
world, every freshman would have the opportu-
nity to come through something like this their first
CORRiCk, BaCk page
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Jessica dirk, freshman, attempted a pool shot while wearing “beer goggles” in the CMU for Friday Nights, an 
organization linked with dragons after dark. 
By kiMBeRLY eHRLiCH
Opinion Editor
This past summer saw a sig-
nificant increase in summer ses-
sion enrollment and, in turn, 
helped offset the loss from the 
budget crisis. This increase in 
enrollment was due to several 
factors that were introduced for 
this session.
New schedules were intro-
duced, allowing students to 
make a schedule that fit better 
into their own plans. In particu-
lar, the first three-week session 
was a big hit among students 
who were eager to start their 
summers but still wanted to 
take classes. 
Aggressive advertising was 
employed in the spring semes-
ter to help inform students to 
be aware of the plus side of tak-
ing summer classes- graduating 
earlier and being able to get 
work study more easily. 
Another factor in the increase 
was that some of the older stu-
dents had to rush to complete 
their Liberal Studies require-
ments. Since the university 
made the change to the Dragon 
Core, these students had one 
last opportunity to tie up any 
loose ends in their degree. 
There were also a lot of classes 
offered online over the summer, 
which was convenient for many 
students. 
Another result of the econom-
ic crisis, some students found 
themselves without jobs, and 
turned to schooling as an alter-
native summer plan.
The revenue generated from 
this new-and-improved session 
was a whopping $500,000 more 
than last summer. Funding from 
the state also increased to match 
that number. 
The school made up a lot of 
money that they would have 
lost in new student enrollment 
for the fall by having many 
students taking credits over the 
summer.
The success of the recent sum-
mer session is helping to ensure 
that MSUM meets the needs of 
its students, despite the budget 
crunch.
“We’re using that money 
specifically to continue to offer 
the courses we need in spite 
of faculty retirements and non-
replacements.  Many faculty 
are teaching over their regular 
load and this money is being 
used to compensate them as 
well as to hire fixed-term fac-
ulty and adjuncts,” said Jean 
Sando, Associate Vice President 
for Academic Affairs and Dean 
of General Education.
The school plans to continue 
advertising and trying to get 
students to participate in sum-
mer sessions into the follow-
ing years,  hoping that it will 
continue to be a key component 
in helping lighten the budget 
crisis.
ehrlich can be reached 
at ehrlichki@mnstate.edu 
Increased summer 
enrollement helps budget
By MiCHaeL sMiTH
Assistant Editor
Corrick Center 
on the rise
Corrections
On page one of last week’s 
Advocate, the banded tuition 
story said, “requirement for 
most loans is that the student 
is full-time taking 12 credits.” 
This is incorrect, part-time 
students are also available for 
loans.
The names were switched 
on the columns last week 
done by Holly Lavecchia and 
Jenny Hilleren.
Dragon Pride Button
Students who have a 
Dragon Pride Button can 
receive discounts on Fridays 
if the button is visible.
The Etcetra shop, Copies 
Plus, Recreation and Outing 
Center, Dragon Stop, Cafe 
Connection, Subs & Sweets, 
Union City, Wellness Center, 
bookstore and athletic events 
will all include discounts and 
promotions.
If you need a Dragon Pride 
Button, they can be picked up 
at The Compass in the CMU.
Women’s Business 
Seminar
MSUM’s Small Business 
Development Center and US 
Bank will host a Women’s 
Business Seminar on Sept. 19 
from 8 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. in the 
CMU Ballroom.
Keynote speaker will be Jill 
Blashack Strahan, founder and 
CEO of Tastefully Simple.
Admission is free but 
space is limited to the first 
150 guests. For more informa-
tion or to register, contact the 
Small Business Development 
Center at 218.477.2289 or seif-
erj@mnstate.edu.
Science center to hold 
Labor Day activities
MSUM’s Regional Science 
Center and the Buffalo River 
State Park are holding a vari-
ety of outdoor educational 
activities this Labor Day 
weekend.
The Regional Science 
Center’s Buffalo River Site 
is located 16 miles east of 
Moorhead, off Highway 10. 
It is adjacent to the Buffalo 
River State Park and one of 
Minnesota’s largest prai-
rie preserves, The Nature 
Conservancy’s Bluestem 
Prairie. Events are free and 
open to the public.
On Saturday there will 
be a prairie hike at 2 p.m. 
Following, the Interpretive 
Center will have an open 
house from 4-6 p.m. More 
activities are planned, so call 
218.477.2904 for more infor-
mation.
Writer’s Series to be 
showcased in the 
CMU
On Sept. 17, Todd Boss will 
be speaking about a writer’s 
craft and doing readings from 
his best-selling debut poetry 
collection, Yellowrocket. The 
discussion will take place at 4 
p.m. and the reading at 8 p.m. 
Both events are being held in 
CMU 110.
Elect student leaders 
for September
The Office of Student 
Activities is now accepting 
nominations for student lead-
ers of the month. 
The students need to be 
a junior, senior or graduate 
student, possess a 3.0 GPA or 
higher, participate in an aca-
demic or co-curricular activ-
ity, or participate in service 
work for the university or 
community.
Nominations can be made 
at the OSA’s Web site at www.
mnstate.edu/osa. The dead-
line for nominations is Sept. 8 
at 12 p.m.
Poster sale to be 
held in CMU
The Dragon Entertainment 
Group is sponsoring a poster 
sale in the CMU Ballroom.
The sale will be open from 
10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Sept. 8-10.
Meeting for 
organizations
All student organizations 
are required to have student 
leaders from their group 
attend a fall student organi-
zation assembly.
The meetings will be held 
at 5 p.m. Sept. 8 and Sept. 9 in 
CMU 101.
 
Social for faculty 
and staff
Faculty and staff are invited 
to a council on staff affairs fall 
social from 1:30-2 p.m. today 
in the Science Lab Atrium.
Visit with colleagues and 
friends over coffee and cook-
ies, and preview samples of 
the NEW Council on Staff 
Affairs apparel. All proceeds 
from CSA sales go toward 
the Council on Staff Affairs 
Scholarship Fund.
Salsa lessons and 
dancing offered
Soulsa de Fargo is offer-
ing dance lessons and live 
salsa music on Sept. 10 in the 
Avalon Ballroom.
At 8 p.m. there will be salsa 
dance lessons, followed by 
music at 9 p.m. The cost is $7 
a person or $5 with student 
ID. 
The Avalon is located at 613 
1st Ave. N. For more infor-
mation, go to their Web site 
at www.myspace.com/soul-
sadefargo.
Dean’s Lecture Se-
ries to begin
The first of the Dean’s 
Lecture Series will be at 3 p.m. 
today in Center of Business 
111.
Be safe over break
With Labor Day approch-
ing, be safe and have fun 
wherever you are celebrating 
the time off of school and 
work.
Andrew Chen, who works 
for the Computer Science and 
Information Systems depart-
ment, will be presenting his 
lecture, “Looking at the Big 
Picture.” He will explore the 
notions of looking, notions of 
big picture and graph theo-
ries.
Artist’s collection to 
be showcased
Karen Frimkess Wolf will 
be presenting a visiting art-
ist’s colloquium series at 7 
p.m. tonight in Center for 
Business 165.
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9.3
9.4
9.5
9.7
9.8
9.9
11 a.m. Farmer’s Market   
             Campus Mall
        Dragon Volleyball,  
        Comfort Inn Classic 
        at Maryville, Mo.
4 p.m. Pass/No Credit  
           Deadline
4 p.m. Dragon Soccer, 
           U. Neb.-Kearney  
           at Aberdeen, S.D.
5 p.m. Dragon X-country 
           at Rose Creek 
           Golf, Fargo
1 p.m. Dragon Football 
           vs. Wayne State
3 p.m. Dragon Soccer at 
           Aberdeen, S.D.
Labor Day Holiday
5 p.m. Student Organi-
           zation Assembly,  
           CMU 101
3:30 p.m. College Suc-        
               cess Workshop
7 p.m. Open Mic Night,  
         CMU Underground
The
apH
Advocate meetings 
4 p.m. Mondays in 
CMU 110
The Advocate would like to 
invite any interested students 
to its weekly meetings in The 
Advocate office. Pick up an 
application today and apply 
to be a sports writer, staff 
writer, cartoonist or photogra-
pher. Photographers meetings 
are at 4:30 p.m.
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A new school year brings a 
fitness center with new pro-
grams.
Marissa Parmer, fitness spe-
cialist at the Wellness Center, 
described the new options 
and plans she has for this 
year.
One of the new options at 
the Wellness Center is free 
reflexology and massage 
every first Thursday of the 
month from 7 to 8 p.m. The 
first session will focus on 
hand reflexology and will be 
held Sept. 3 in the lobby.
Another option is the 
Wellness Key System. This 
key can be plugged into the 
machines to record personal 
activity. The system allows 
students to buy a key to mea-
sure calories, distance and 
weight. There is a four week 
program with three one-on-
one sessions with a trainer 
for $15 and keys with no pro-
grams for $10. These keys can 
be kept after purchasing.
“There are currently three 
certified personal trainers at 
the Wellness Center and we 
hope to have five to six by the 
end of fall semester,” Parmer 
said. 
These trainers lead the 
classes and are available for 
one-on-one training. Every 
student is able to receive one 
free consultation with a train-
er, but first must call the front 
desk to request a form.
“To participate in classes, 
a person must call or stop 
by the front desk to receive 
a pass either the day of the 
class or the day before for ear-
lier classes,” Parmer said. 
The reason for this system is 
to prevent allowing too many 
individuals into classes which 
would violate fire codes.
A new program at the 
Wellness Center is Dragon 
Wheels. This program allows 
student groups or faculty to 
exercise in any building on 
campus with a trainer. There 
can be two to 20 people in 
these sessions. The student 
rates for Dragon Wheels are 
$25 for one session, $40 for 
two sessions, $60 for three 
sessions, and $200 for 3 times 
a week for four weeks. For 
faculty it is $35, $50, $85, and 
$300. It was a popular pro-
gram during the summer for 
team-building among the fac-
ulty members.
A dietician will be starting 
mid-September, and her ser-
vices will be free to students.
The Wellness Center wants 
to offer different programs 
every day of the week.
• Muscle Mass Mondays: 
free consultation about body 
composition
• Trainer Tip Tuesdays: 
students are able to ask ques-
tions of the trainers
• Wii Wednesdays: setup 
for students to use in the 
lobby from 8 p.m. to 12 p.m.
• Tension Free Thursdays: 
free reflexology and mas-
sages
• Flexible Fridays: explain 
the benefits of stretching in 
everyday lifestyle
The Wellness Center wants 
to have an 8-week challenge 
using the Cardio Wellness 
Key before the holiday break. 
They will track calories and 
distance to give out prizes.
They also want to offer 
three different sessions of a 
4-week ballroom class with 
22 people per class. These will 
hopefully be free for students. 
The first session would be 
swing lessons. Second session 
would be waltz and fox trot. 
Third session would be Latin 
dances.
With all the new programs 
being offered, the Wellness 
Center is expecting a rise in 
student traffic.
“Our goal is to have 1,500 
students per day by the end 
of the school year,” Parmer 
said.
The  Wellness Center is open 
6 a.m. to 12 a.m. Monday 
through Thursday; 6 a.m. to 
10 p.m. on Friday; 10 a.m. to 6 
p.m. on Saturday; and 4 p.m. 
to 12 a.m. on Sunday. The 
rock wall is open 5 p.m. to 10 
p.m. Monday through Friday.
Items a person should bring 
to the Wellness Center include 
their Dragon ID and a second 
pair of shoes. Dress code for 
the Wellness Center includes 
a shirt that completely covers 
the stomach, cut-offs around 
arms only, no skins during 
basketball and no flip flops in 
the fitness areas.
Students need to fill out a 
new waiver form on a yearly 
basis. If a person has any 
underlying heath issues, they 
should go to Hendrix or their 
regular clinic for a physical.
Faculty and alumni can 
use the Wellness Center for 
$100 per semester or $30 per 
month. Community members 
can use the center for $150 per 
semester or $40 per month.
For anyone  interested in 
noon basketball please e-mail 
Marissa Parmer at parmer@
mnstate.edu.
Wellness Center programs offer variety, flexibility
By Leslie Wood
Features Editor
Wood can be reached at 
woodle@mnstate.edu
___________________________________________________________
The Advocate teamed up with the Wellness Center to answer students’ 
questions about wellness and fitness issues. Inquiries are published 
anonymously. Please send questions to 
Marissa Parmer at parmer@mnstate.edu
 Talk to the Trainer
Day Time Class Instructor
Monday 12:15-1 p.m. Lunch Ride Shelly
5:30-6:30 p.m. Work Release Patrick
7-8 p.m. Cycle Boot Camp Patrick
Tuesday 4:30-5:15 p.m. Beat the Traffic Patrick
5:30-6:30 p.m. Cycle/Core John
7-7:45 p.m. Twilight Ride Patrick
Wednesday 12:15-1 p.m. Lunch Ride Shelly
5-5:45 p.m. Yoga Ride Bonnie
7-7:45 p.m. Twilight Ride Brent
Thursday 6:15-7 a.m. Morning Commute Kristen
4:30-5:15 p.m. Beat the Traffic Roxanne
5:30-6:30 p.m. Cycle/Core John
Friday 12-12:45 p.m. Lunch Ride Carolyn
Day Time Class Instructor
Monday 6:15-7 a.m. Hooping Shar
7:30-8:15 a.m. Total Body Tone Roxanne
11:30-12 p.m. Pilates Mat Express Shelly
4:30-5:30 p.m. Belly Dancing Zuleykha
6:30-7:15 p.m. African Dance Nadia
7:30-8:15 p.m. Zumba Marissa
Tuesday 6:15-7 a.m. Kickboxing Kristen
11:15-12 p.m. Power Body Step Shelly
4:30-5:15 p.m. 80’s Diva Marissa
5:30-6:30 p.m. African Dance Nadia
7-8 p.m. Step Interval Monica
Wednesday 6:15-7 a.m. Kettlebell Burn Marissa
7:30-8:15 a.m. Mat Pilates Roxanne
12:15-12:45 p.m. Butts & Gutts Marissa
4:45-5:30 p.m. Hooping Rita
5:45-6:30 p.m. Boxing Boot Camp Bonnie
7-8 p.m. Power Yoga Charmaine
8:15-8:45 p.m. 6 Pack Abs Steven
Thursday 11:15-12 p.m. Power Body Shelly
4:30-5:30 p.m. Belly Dancing Zuleykha
5:45-6:30 p.m. Power Yoga Bonnie
7-8 p.m. Power Blast John
Friday 1-1:45 p.m. Mind & Body Fusion Carolyn
3-4 p.m. African Dance Nadia
Fitness Classes: Group EX Studio
Classes are limited to 22 people. They need a minimum of 3 peo-
ple to continue. More classes will be added based on attendance. 
You can sign up at front desk, or call 218.477.4300 to reserve your 
spot.
Classes are limited to 14 people. They need a minimum of 3 peo-
ple to continue. More classes will be added based on attendance. 
You can sign up at front desk, or call 218.477/4300 to reserve your 
spot.
Cycle Classes: 
Multi-Purpose Studio
To start, I must preface this 
article by stating that I am, by 
no means, a politically active 
person. Nor do I have any inten-
tion of making a habit out of 
verbalizing my opinions on pol-
itics. That being said, this will 
be my first, and probably only, 
article that focuses on President 
Obama and political issues.
The main focus, however, 
will not be based on the popular 
topic of our president’s failures 
over the last few months; rather, I think it is necessary to bring to discussion why that’s all anyone 
cares to discuss. I would like to point out that I am neither for nor against Obama. 
In fact, I am embarrassed to admit that I didn’t even vote in last year’s election due to my indif-
ferences in the presidential candidates. Truth be told, I’m probably the last person who should 
discuss politics in a newspaper article, yet, I do feel strongly about the lack of support for the 
president of our country, and that is what I would like to discuss.
Despite my lack of political knowledge, I believe it’s safe to say that people, in general, are 
quick to criticize the leaders of our country no matter who he/she may be. Whether the leader 
is a Republican, Democratic or Independent, there is, more often than not, judgment placed on 
their leadership abilities. 
According to the Gallup Poll, an opinion poll from the Gallup Organization, since being elected 
for president Obama’s approval ratings have now dropped to 50 percent. Although the decline 
in ratings has progressed quicker than the majority of other president ratings, it’s not the lowest 
we’ve ever seen. But it’s still unfortunate.
Less than a year ago, critics were lashing out at President Bush and couldn’t wait for a change 
in the White House. Now, only months later, the public is displeased yet again. Whether it is 
sincere disapproval or mere lack of complacency in our political system, there is constant con-
demnation and ridicule for how our country is being run.
The fact is, however, that whether George Bush, Barack Obama, or, dare I say, Ralph Nader 
is running our country, there are dissatisfied citizens that aren’t afraid to voice their less-than-
pleased opinions. While it is within every person’s rights to have opinions, that doesn’t change 
the fact that months ago we did elect our president, and for better or worse he is our president. 
Perhaps all we can do at this time is have a little faith, and definitely a lot of support, for a 
man that must face difficult choices every day to help assure some sort of balance in our world 
     
Page 4, The Advocate Thursday, Sept. 3, 2009Opinion
Advocate boardeditorial
The opinions expressed in The Advocate are not 
necessarily those of the college
administration, faculty or student body. 
The Advocate encourages letters to the
editor and your turn submissions. They should be 
typed and must include the writer’s name, signature, 
address, phone number, year in school or occupation
and any affiliations. Letters are due by 5 p.m. 
Monday and can be sent to  
MSUM Box 130, 
dropped off in The Advocate office  
or e-mailed to advocate@mnstate.edu.
Megan Nitschke
Editor
Kimberly Ehrlich
Opinion Editor
Michael Smith
Assistant Editor
Let’s talk about sex! 
The Advocate has teamed up with Hendrix to answer students’ questions about sex. 
Submit questions to advocate@mnstate.edu 
or slide it under the door of CMU 110. 
To Obama or not to Obama
Faithfully Political? E-mail Hilleran 
at Hillejen@mnstate.edu
H1N1 makes its 
way onto campus
MSUM has its first reported case of the H1N1 virus. 
“A student went to the hospital Saturday night com-
plaining of flu-like symptoms, was tested and it came 
back positive for H1N1,” said Doug Hamilton, MSUM 
Director of Public Relations.  
The student was off-campus at the time but will be 
returning to class within the week because the virus has 
run its course and is no longer contagious. The name of 
the student is not being released at this time.  
“This virus spreads quickly,” said Hamilton. “The best 
defense it to protect yourself and others.”
MSUM and Hendrix Health Center are currently not 
testing for the virus until a better system is developed 
for accurate testing.
Fargo’s MeritCare Hospital is the closest place to get 
tested for H1N1. 
With the scare of H1N1 buzzing around campus, stu-
dents should be concerned at the first sign of flu-like 
symptoms. Close proximity between students in class is 
a breeding ground for the spread of the virus.
The best advice from authorities is to practice cleanli-
ness: wash your hands to protect yourself from possible 
infection. If you live in a dorm room or share your 
room with someone else, it’s also important to disinfect 
the area around you at least once a week. 
If you think you have the virus, go to Hendrix Health 
Center immediately. Despite their lack of testing facili-
ties, they will be able to refer you to a site that does test.
Don’t just skip class due to fear of getting the flu. The 
school has the situation under control and is guiding 
teachers as to what action to take should it become a 
problem. 
Make sure to keep updated on the website, or sign up 
for E2Campus, which is the university’s emergency 
update notification system.
Students should always remember that going to class is 
very important, but staying healthy is vital. 
It you have flu-like symptons or just aren’t feeling well, 
stay home. Teachers are normally accepting of a student 
who misses class due to an illness versus someone who 
infects the people around them with their sickness.
It may be confirmed that H1N1 has his hit campus. but 
that’s no reason to panic. There are plenty of ways to 
prevent and defend yourself from getting the illness if 
you are a new victim. 
On a calm Friday night 
Logan Bengston, Nikko Raymo 
and yours truly were done with 
the day’s orientation activities. 
Logan, who hails from New 
London, Minn., enlightened 
us with stories of attending 
numerous raves back in his 
hometown. 
Our faces lit up with amuse-
ment and envy as we were told 
of the spectacular displays of 
lighting, smoke and dancing. 
Fascinated and impressed with 
these stories, we turned on 
some club music as we danced 
like maniacs through the halls 
of 2nd East Ballard, throwing 
our arms and legs around in a 
senseless yet rhythmic fashion. 
After getting tired of this ama-
teur and rather pathetic three-
man rave, we came up with an 
idea; an idea that would blos-
som into an incredible event of 
seemingly epic proportions.
With much haste, the follow-
ing dawn we journeyed to the 
nearest Wal-Mart. With a tight 
budget and small pockets, we 
bought a single black light, a 
small rope light and a strobe 
light. Excitedly, we took a two-
speaker stereo down to Ballard 
Hall’s basement that very night. 
We set up the equipment which 
formed a very tiny, modest dis-
play of intricate lighting as we 
turned off the emergency light-
ing in the basement (with the 
RA’s help). We turned on the 
music and were proud with 
what we had just achieved.
Granted, on that Saturday 
night, it was just us three 
dancing for a good 15 min-
utes before our text messages 
and cries for people to show 
up were answered. Moments 
passed, but eventually a medi-
um-sized crowd filled a third of 
the expansive basement. With 
the club music blaring and one 
strobe light flashing, residents 
from all across campus came to 
become entranced.
Long story made short, it 
gives us great pleasure to invite 
anyone willing to attend, to 
come to the Ballard Hall (Dry) 
Rave, which will take place 
either Thursday, Sept. 10 or 
Saturday, Sept. 12. New light-
ing and a laser machine will be 
added, as we have a recently 
approved budget. Bottled water 
will be provided. 
We look forward to seeing 
you. 
I spent the better part of my summer being 
unemployed. It was glorious and care-free. 
The fact that these happy months were also 
spent without cable or internet was of little 
concern.
What I discovered as soon as classes snuck 
up on us again was that without these things, 
I lacked an easily accessible outlet through 
which to procrastinate. That fateful day our 
cable was installed last week, I quickly remem-
bered how natural a remote felt in my hand, 
and how much better Cinnamon Toast Crunch 
tastes when you’re watching Jon and Kate’s 
lives fall slowly apart while their kids say 
funny things.
But when it was time to figure out how to 
make the wireless internet work, I immedi-
ately became frazzled when my computer 
refused to connect.
 After talking to several Southern-sounding 
people representing various levels of technol-
ogy on the phone, I finally got someone who 
I knew was legit, an HP tech support person 
from India (and in India), named Kundan.
As soon as we started talking and he politely 
asked me for the product number, I was ready 
to apologize profusely for wasting this man’s 
time over something that was no doubt trivial 
and my fault like not having clicked the right 
file, or failing to switch on my wireless capa-
bilities.
This was not the case. Kundan was immense-
ly patient with me as he gave me numbers and 
letters and baffling mixtures of the two, to then 
enter into my computer.
He led me deeper and deeper into the inner-
workings of Regina, my computer; window 
after frightening black window filled with yel-
low html codes, undecipherable to all normal 
people.  This was a very dark, sad place that 
I never wish to visit again. But we were there 
together, and he said twice, “I will not give up 
on this, Holly.”
After the first hour, I was convinced that the 
process would never end. “Just give me some 
time, Holly.” And later, “Holly, I just want you 
to know that I am staying overtime right now, 
just for you. To fix this.”
The fact that he was missing dinner with his 
parents to help me was just one of the many 
things I learned about him during the dozens 
of quiet times after I restarted my computer so 
we could try something else.
 Hour two rolled around and it was 11:00 pm 
for me. We were both sufficiently drained from 
our trans-ocean problem-solving. I read him 
what popped up on my screen as I had hun-
dreds of times before and he all of a sudden 
proclaimed, “Holly! Serious? You’re seeing 
those numbers!? I’ve been waiting for those 
numbers, Holly!” We were both laughing with 
joy. “Give me some time so I can share this 
with my colleagues,” He said excitedly.
The elation grew as I opened firefox and 
instead of “Failed to connect to Server,” I 
got the headline of the New York Times, my 
homepage. The ordeal was over.
Kundan told me that he was going to con-
nect into my computer and check some com-
plicated things out with remote control. It was 
amazing to me that someone on the opposite 
side of the globe could move the cursor across 
the screen of the computer sitting on my lap.
Kundan then did something that will for-
ever change my feelings associated with that 
night. He said nonchalantly, “I’m now going 
to check your webcam to make sure it’s work-
ing properly.” I scrambled to fix my hair and 
waved awkwardly, and laughed nervously as 
I watched my tired face pop up on the screen. 
“Ok, good, that’s working properly.” He said 
as he x-ed out of my webcam.
 And in ten seconds, Kundan from India 
turned into the creepiest man I had ever spent 
two hours with. 
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A few days ago, after having spent a long time being busy 
with my friends, I found myself alone in my room. I was lying 
down in my bed, looking at the ceiling, and I started to try to 
count the distance between the countries, from one side of the 
world to another. I continued to count until the numbers got 
high! 
So, what was the point of all these thoughts that were going 
through my head? In that moment, I was thinking about my life 
and all my friends, who had never been what anyone would call 
“normal.” 
It’s only second nature to me to hear the words “weird” when 
describing my friends. The funny thing is, it really doesn’t both-
er me. I’ve met all of them in very weird circumstances.
I still can remember how scared I was during my very first 
days of school. Those cold winter days and dreadful mornings, 
when I met that monarch-looking Chinese girl in one of the 
campus buildings. She didn’t smile at all, and I thought she was 
going to punch me in the face. Surprisingly, there was no Kung 
Fu! She just asked: “Do you want to eat lunch with us?” 
Also, I will never forget my happy Puerto Rican, who came at 
me out of nowhere with whipped cream and other stuff while 
I backed away saying, “no it’s not my birthday please don’t.“ 
She just kept coming at me until I was backed into the ground, 
and sprayed the whipped cream in my face. It wasn’t even my 
birthday! 
Then I remember my Tibetan, who persisted in teaching me 
how to dance like King Julian in “Madagascar” the movie! … 
They were all Close Encounters of the Third Kind.
Some things in life were just meant to happen. Fate brought 
me to the seat I am sitting in at this university. I never under-
stood how difficult it would be to leave the only place I’ve ever 
called home, and how lonely I would be when I had to leave it. 
I feel so lucky that I found friends when I thought my destiny 
was to walk alone in this new path. Suddenly, a phrase by Albert 
Camus made sense to me, and I hope it will make sense to you. 
“Don’t walk in front of me, I may not follow. Don’t walk behind 
me, I may not lead. Walk beside me and be my friend.” 
HP Calamity
Can’t connect?
E-mail Lavecchia 
at laveccho@mnstate.edu
Have weirder friends?
E-mail Ram
at delaramros@yahoo.com
Cravin’ for a Rave?
E-mail Peterson
at petersonro@mnstate.edu
The little rave that could
Weird is good
Dela Ram
Columnist
Ross Peterson
Columnist
Holly Lavecchia
Columnist
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SubmiTTed PhoTo
The 2009 Straw hat Players in the summer musical feature “The Full monty.” 
Music was brought to our 
ears this summer during the 
47th production of MSUM’s 
The Straw Hat Players. 
Straw Hat is a regionally 
acclaimed summer theater 
program where professionals, 
actors, technicians, staff and 
other participants work for 10 
weeks, seven days a week for 
about 10 hours a day to pres-
ent five professional quality 
productions. 
The Straw Hat program is 
designed to prepare members 
for future careers in the enter-
tainment world. The company 
members experience theatre 
and develop their talents in 
acting, dance, scenery, con-
struction, costumes, make-up, 
sound and lighting design. 
This summer was said to be 
one of MSUM’s biggest Straw 
Hat seasons bringing in about 
47th straw hat season hits a high note
10,000 viewers. 
“One of the things we did 
differently with this season 
than we’ve actually done 
before is to have all musi-
cals,” said Craig Ellingson, 
chair and director of theater, 
theater dance and theater arts. 
“I think that might be some-
thing people are actually talk-
ing about.”
The five musicals produced 
this summer were: “The 
Producers,” “Back to the 80s,” 
“The Full Monty,” “Swing and 
Suessical the Musical.” 
Each show provided some-
thing for about everyone, from 
risqué to classics, to entertain-
ment for the younger audi-
ence, to bad 80s music.  
“One of the surprise hits, I 
think, was the ‘Full Monty,’” 
said Ellingson. “It was based 
on the film which is a little 
scandalous. There is some 
nudity and there was a little 
butt showing on stage but the 
audience just ate it up.”
To begin the production of 
The Straw Hat Players, a com-
pany is hired by MSUM. The 
company then helps choose 
who the members will be, 
ranging from current MSUM 
students, graduates of MSUM 
and, depending on the needs 
of the company, auditions 
may be held outside of the 
Fargo-Moorhead area. 
“We had a student join us 
from Florida and we also had a 
young person,” said Ellingson. 
“He will be starting fifth grade 
and he was in two shows with 
us this summer.”
In years before about 45 to 
55 members are chosen to be 
a part of the production, but 
due to economic times it was 
decided that only 29 members 
would be needed. 
Even with a smaller com-
pany, members still put on 
five quality shows. 
Three shows were rehearsed 
at a time, one in the morning, 
another in the afternoon and 
one in the evening. Those who 
weren’t in a show would take 
that time to help build the 
scenery, props, develop the 
lights and figure out the cos-
tumes. 
Some days there might have 
been a shop session in the 
morning and a rehearsal in 
the afternoon with a different 
performance that evening. 
“There is really no other 
way to immerse yourself in 
theatre in this area unless 
you do something like Straw 
Hat where you literally live, 
breathe, sleep and bleed 
theatre for 10 weeks,” said 
Ellingson. 
“It was a tiring summer,” 
said Sean Palmer, Theatre 
major and four year Straw 
Hat company member. “It was 
a lot of keeping everything 
straight in your head.”
Palmer started his theater 
experience before switch-
ing his intended Mass 
Communications major. 
“I didn’t actually believe 
Straw Hat happened,” said 
Palmer. “So I sent Ellingson 
an e-mail, we talked and I 
auditioned. It was really just 
interesting and fascinating to 
me.”
If Palmer wasn’t about to 
graduate this spring, he would 
definitely keep doing Straw 
Hat. 
“It’s been a nice run and it 
has definitely helped me get 
my bearing in theater,” said 
Palmer. “If you can do Straw 
Hat and get through it and 
still love what you are doing, 
you can do it for the rest of 
your life.”
One of the many ways 
MSUM promotes their theatre 
program during the academic 
year is to bus in kindergarten 
through fifth grade children to 
see a production. In previous 
years during December, a high 
school apprentice program, 
where juniors and seniors who 
are thinking about theater as a 
profession, would come expe-
rience and join the Straw Hat 
Company. 
Due to lack of funds, the 
only apprentice for the 2009 
Straw Hat Company was the 
fifth grade boy who chal-
lenged the collegiate actors 
with his professionalism and 
insight. 
“That is the great thing
STrAw hAT, bAck PAge
by ANNA george
A&E Editor
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Bring on the basterds 
by conor holt
Staff Writer
Tarantino says “auf Wiedersehen” to history, and sculpts a mad, rollicking masterpiece.
With  the  movie “Inglourious 
Basterds” now being released, 
acclaimed filmmaker Quentin 
Tarantino has finally achieved 
a decade-long quest to make 
his own men-on-a-mission 
World War II film, in the vein 
of “The Dirty Dozen.” 
But just like every genre he 
has dealt with in his remark-
able career, Tarantino makes 
this film his own way and the 
Publish your work in 
the Advocate!
We’re trying something 
new! 
Each week a piece of stu-
dent work will be selected and 
published in the A&E section 
of the Advocate. 
If interested, please submit 
a photo, short story, poem, 
comic or drawing in an e-
mail along with the title of the 
piece, your name, major and 
what year you are in school to 
advocate@mnstate.edu.
results are fantastic.
The film is built around 
several stories and groups of 
characters. Shosanna, a young 
Jewish girl, escapes from the 
holt can be reached 
at holtco@mnstate.edu
sinister Nazi Colonel, Hans 
Landa, and opens a movie 
theater in Paris. A group of 
Jewish-American comman-
dos called the “Basterds,” ter-
rorize the German Army in 
Nazi-occupied France. When 
Shosanna’s theater becomes 
the host of a gala premiere of 
a Nazi propaganda film, the 
“Basterds” team up with the 
British-led “Operation Kino,” 
organized by a German-actress 
turned British-spy, to sabotage 
the screening.  
Some critics have deemed 
this film unnecessarily long, 
but the joy of watching a 
Tarantino film is seeing the 
scenes play themselves out. 
While many action films 
and World War II films use 
dialogue only to move the plot 
towards the next shoot-em-
up scene, Tarantino makes his 
scenes elaborate chess match-
es, with each character care-
fully choosing his moves as 
the tension builds.  
Despite the intense story-
line, Tarantino never lets the 
film get too serious. The film 
is fun with a lot of comedy, 
even in the darkest situations.
Tarantino allows his charac-
ters to rewrite history, leading 
to a hilarious re-imagining of 
World War II.
Tarantino recently said 
that his favorite film is “The 
Good, 
The Bad and The Ugly,” and 
his love for that film is evi-
dent throughout “Inglourious 
Basterds.”  Just as Sergio 
Leone squeezed every drop 
of suspense out of his final 
Mexican stand-off, Tarantino 
steadily builds each of his 
scenes. Using every look and 
piece of conversation, he 
slowly cranks up the tension, 
resulting in brutal flashes of 
violence.
The acting is superb all 
around, from Brad Pitt’s Nazi-
hating redneck Lt. Aldo Raine 
to Diane Kruger’s charm-
ing movie star Bridget von 
Hammersmark.  However, the 
two stand-outs are Christopher 
Waltz, the sinister Nazi vil-
lain, and Melanie Laurent, the 
film’s real lead (despite Brad 
Pitt’s name being all over the 
billboards).  
Laurent, a French actress 
and filmmaker little-known 
in the U.S., is fascinating as 
Shosanna, the Jewish girl 
stuck in Nazi-occupied France 
who must constantly conceal 
her true identity and her deep 
hatred for the Nazis in order 
to survive. She is quiet and 
reserved but always projects 
a strength and determina-
tion that allows her to keep 
her cool. On the other hand, 
Christopher Waltz’s Hans 
Landa is the flamboyant, 
charming, terrifying and ruth-
less epitome of evil.  Always 
charming and polite, Landa is 
nevertheless merciless in his 
duties for the SS, for which 
he has earned the nickname 
of “The Jew Hunter.” Waltz, 
a seasoned Austrian actor, 
also unfamiliar to American 
audiences, is fantastic as the 
twisted, terrifying Landa, who 
takes sadistic delight in toying 
with his prey.
Bloody, brutal and histor-
cally impossible, “Inglourious 
Basterds” is a fantastic piece 
of thrilling cinema, and a no-
holds-barred masterwork by 
the ever-impressive Quentin 
Tarantino.
Release Calendar
Films
Sept. 4
“Gamer” - R
 
“Post Grad” - PG-13
“All About Steve” - PG-13 
“Carriers” - PG-13 
 
DVD
“Sin Nombre” - R
 
“State of Play” - PG-13
“Fighting” - PG-13 
“Earth” - G 
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Base + Job Name: 22151A-1-SilverROP Run Date: THUR 9.3.09  
Size: 7.5x10
Color: B&W 
Pick your pocket. Always a perfect 
fit in the latest styles and washes. 
Choose from a variety of inseams. 
Waist sizes 26-34. $75-$80.
Available instore or online.
Silver Jeans also available in 
Women’s sizes 14-24. $85-$90.
Merchandise, style and color availability may vary by store and online. [22151A]
Please recycle. For more information, visit recycleplease.org
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Quick Click! For the store nearest you or to shop online, visit us at herbergers.com         
Dragons soccer kicks into season
The MSUM Dragons 
Women’s soccer team hit the 
field last Wednesday to kick 
off the season in a scrimmage 
game against Concordia. Even 
though the contest was a loss 
for the Dragons, Coach Rollie 
Bulock doesn’t see it as a big 
deal. 
“It wasn’t really a game for 
us as much as it was just seeing 
what the players could do,” 
Bulock said. “We just wanted 
to get everyone in the game 
and see what we can expect 
from everyone in the season 
ahead. From what I’ve seen, 
we have a positive outlook to 
the season so far.”
The Dragons also traveled 
to Wisconsin this weekend, 
where they lost to Wisconsin-
Parkside on Monday and 
defeated Cardinal Stritch on 
Saturday.
The team has talent in every 
position this year. 
Coach Bulock commented 
on some players that fans 
should keep an eye out for in 
upcoming games. 
“It’s still early in the season, 
and we have yet to play our 
first season game, but there’s 
definitely some potential to 
watch out for,” he said. “We 
have (sophomore) Katherine 
Adams as our outside for-
ward, and we’re hoping to get 
a good year from her.”
Bulock added that junior 
Alison Ramaeker, a trans-
fer student from Northern 
Michigan, will be a good addi-
tion to the team this year. She 
had to sit out last year because 
of NCAA regulations, but this 
year she’s off the bench and 
ready to play.
“We also hope to see good 
things from (senior) Jena 
Reed this year, who is our 
forward on top,” Bulock said. 
“Defensively we have captains 
(juniors) Rachel Thompson 
and Laura Kohtala, and it 
should be difficult to get any-
thing past those two.”
Overall, the Dragons are 
looking forward to a promis-
ing season. 
“Of course our ultimate 
goal is to make it into the con-
ference tournament,” Bulock 
said. “Once a team gets that 
far, you fight for the top eight 
spots out of the 14 and go from 
there. This year, we’re going 
to give it our best. Hopefully 
we have a good run and see 
where the season takes us.”
The team’s season will take 
them to Aberdeen, S.D. tomor-
row to take on Nebraska-
Kearney at 4 p.m. The team’s 
first home game will take place 
on Sept. 12 against Bismarck 
State.
PhoTo by ChriS FrAnz /  The AdvoCATe
The dragons struggled to defend against the Concordia Cobbers during the exhibition match Aug. 
26. The dragons were defeated in this competition. Tomorrow they play against nebraska-Kearney 
in Aberdeen, S.d. 
by LoGAn GroSSMAn
Staff Writer
Grossman can be reached 
at grossmanlo@mnstate.edu
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Stulken can be reached 
at stulketo@mnstate.edu
Dragons victorious in first game
PhoTo by ChriS FrAnz /  The AdvoCATe
Sophomore running back Tim hanson (20) breaks a tackle to help the dragons win 16-6 during Saturday’s game against valley City 
State.  The vikings had trouble holding back hanson, who had 118 rushing yards. 
The Dragons opened up 
their football season with a 
win. 
The team defeated the 
Valley City State Vikings in a 
16-6 victory. Last year when 
the teams met, the Dragons 
lost by only one point, 29-30.
The team’s win can be con-
tributed to a strong defensive 
play as well as an impressive 
running gain by sophomore 
Tim Hanson, who ran for a 
total of 118 yards.
The defense sacked the 
Vikings twice for a loss of 
13 yards. Additionally, sopho-
more Tyler Hewson scored a 
safety. 
One of the game’s high-
lights was freshman quarter-
back Zach Fry’s performance 
on the field. Fry completed 14 
passes for a total of 149 yards 
and two touchdowns.  
The Dragons hope for anoth-
er win this weekend when 
they take on nationally-ranked 
Wayne State College at 2 p.m. 
on Saturday at Nemzek. 
Often, as students head to 
their cars after a long day of 
classes, they can glimpse a 
group of red blurs streaking 
past. This group is the Dragons 
cross country team.
The cross country team is 
excited for a season that they 
hope will be filled with suc-
cess.
“We lost a couple of seniors, 
but our top four runners are 
back,” assistant coach Cley 
Twigg said. “Our conference 
is really tough, but we hope 
to be competitive. Basically in 
order to do well in the confer-
ence, you have to be a national 
contender.” 
The team began training 
early in August and was chal-
lenged with their annual pre-
season alumni meet last week-
end. 
The team begins its official 
season this weekend at the 
Bison Invitational at NDSU.
“We’re hoping to do well at 
the Bison Invite,” Twigg said. 
“We’re just going to see how 
our team stacks up against 
the D-I schools that will be 
there.”
The Dragons hope to avoid 
injury early in the season, 
according to Twigg. He said 
that last year’s season was 
plagued with injury, which 
was part of the reason the 
men’s team took 7th at the 
conference meet. 
The women’s team took 5th 
at the conference meet last 
year, and hope to out-perform 
last year’s team.
Runners who will likely per-
form well this season include; 
seniors Scott Egeberg, Kyle 
Eckhoff, and Kari Eckhoff; 
juniors Anna VanWechel and 
Danielle Thompson; and soph-
omore Mike McConnell.
by TiM STULKen
Sports Editor
Stulken can be reached 
at stulketo@mnstate.edu
Cross country prepares for season
by TiM STULKen
Sports Editor
PhoTo by Abby PAUL /  The AdvoCATe
Mike McConnell races to the finish line during the alumni meet at 
Lindenwood park on Saturday.
School warms 
up at MSUM
By MICHAEL SMITH
Assistant Editor
With the warm temperature outside, the last thing some stu-
dents wanted was a warm classroom. Over the summer two 
main chillers on campus burned out. The chiller for the Center 
for Business cut out in late July for “probably the 7th time in its 
17 or 18 years of life,” said Jeff Goebel, MSUM Physical Plant 
Manager.
Working hard through the summer, Goebel and crew were 
able to purchase a new chiller and have it up and running for 
the start of school. Weld Hall also had its chiller fail this sum-
mer. 
“There we went a different route. Rather than repair it, we 
had the opportunity, because of the Lommen Hall renovations, 
to tie it into the large cooling system of the science lab,” Goebel 
said. This, project however, was not up and running by the start 
of school and is 
scheduled to be 
back online by 
the start of the 
second week. 
The two new 
chillers on cam-
pus are larger, 
single units. 
“It is an energy 
efficient thing 
to have a large 
single system taking care of mul- ti-
ple buildings,” said Goebel. 
“I understand why we are doing this. With the budget gap 
we should do what is necessary. Electricity is expensive,” said 
senior Nathan Matson
Last year MSUM budgeted $2.6 million for heating, cooling 
and electricity. When looking for the new chillers, part of the 
plan was to eliminate small cooling systems and go with larger 
ones that would bring down the university’s energy bill.       
“It is really difficult, for instance, in a 24-hour computer lab. 
Our ability to control things in the library for efficiency is pretty 
limited because of its age,” said Goebel. 
“Right now we don’t have a good way to handle it, because 
we are challenged whether we assume that there is almost no 
one in there, and turn the larger equipment off, or assume that 
it is full of people and run it.”
The rooms that are being used during the day are cooled to 73 
degrees and “we have both a federal mandate and a letter from 
the governor of Minnesota, from December of 2005 that actually 
limits cooling to 75,” said Goebel. 
Some students feel that wasn’t cool enough. “After walking 
from my car to class (in Flora Frick) and sitting in that hot room, 
I didn’t feel good,” said senior Lezlie LeeAnn. “ [In] Flora Frick, 
we have the ability to hit a button on the thermostat and set the 
room to unoccupied, we did that for the summer and we maybe 
did a poor job of going around ahead of classes to turn them 
on,” said Goebel.  
“I was uncomfortable and couldn’t focus,” said senior Tommy 
McCullough. “I shouldn’t be sweating in class.”
 “As part of being responsible, we tried to turn things off 
that weren’t in use,” Goebel said. Being pretty aggressive about 
not wasting energy we saved about $300,000 or 11 percent over 
what was typical.” 
Smith can be reached 
at smithmi@mnstate.edu
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RDO leader to receive College of 
Business award
PRESS RELEASE
Ronald D. Offutt, Jr., found-
er and chairman of RDO 
Equipment Company and 
Offutt Farms, has been select-
ed to receive MSUM’s 28th 
annual L.B. Hartz Professional 
Achievement Award.
An awards dinner will be 
held at 6 p.m. on Wednesday 
in the CMU.
The award is named in 
honor of the late L.B. Hartz, the 
founder of Hartz Wholesale 
Company, headquartered in 
Thief River Falls, Minn. 
It’s presented annually by 
MSUM’s College of Business 
and Industry to an individu-
al who has created econom-
ic opportunities for others 
through innovation, entrepre-
neurship and community ser-
vice. 
Offutt, a Moorhead public 
schools and Concordia College 
graduate, operated his family 
farm until 1968, when R.D. 
Offutt & Son purchased its 
first John Deere dealership in 
Casselton, N.D. Today, RDO 
Equipment has 54 John Deere 
dealerships, two heavy truck 
dealerships and 2,000 employ-
ees in nine states. 
Offutt Farms operates 
200,000 potato acres in seven 
states, four potato-process-
ing plants and 37,000 head of 
cattle.
Offutt is an award-winning 
businessman, including North 
Dakota Entrepreneur Hall of 
Fame, World Potato Congress 
Award, and Minnesota 
Business Hall of Fame, among 
others. As a philanthropist, 
he has helped family farmers 
bridge crises so they can con-
tinue to operate their farms; 
RDO’s Caters Taters raises 
more than $25,000 annually 
for local charities; and he pro-
vides scholarships for college 
students.
“Slackers” seen on campus
LAUREN TAUTE / THE ADVOCATE
Cory Stessen, senior biology major, performs acrobatic feats in the campus mall on a slack line. 
He started slacking in the summer and wanted to start a club at MSUM.
CHRIS FRANZ / THE ADVOCATE
Gamma Phi Beta and 
Delta Zeta are collaborating 
their Greek organizations 
to help raise money for the 
FM Coalition for Homeless 
Persons. 
The two groups have been 
set up in a tent on the campus 
mall since Tuesday at 10 a.m. 
and will remain at their camp 
site until today at 10 a.m., 
which will be a full 48 hours 
of fundraising.  Four girls are 
there at all times, two from 
each house.
“We’re trying to do some-
thing for the community each 
semester,” Lindsay Marosi, 
a sophomore in Gamma Phi 
Beta, said.
Both sororities are philan-
thropical organizations and 
emphasize volunteering and 
giving back to the commu-
nity.
In prior years, the two 
groups have joined together 
for an event where members 
were on a teeter-totter for 48 
hours.
Rachel Haag, a junior 
Gamma Phi Beta member, 
and Marosi both agreed that 
sponsoring the homeless is 
very important considering 
the large rate of homeless per-
sons in the area.
While the groups com-
mit their time to fundrais-
ing efforts, they also hope 
to spread a positive message 
about Greek life.
“We always want to raise 
awareness about Greek life,” 
Marosi said. “We like to pro-
mote ourselves in a good 
light.”
Camping for a Cause will 
continue today, and the soror-
ities  encourage donations 
from any students, faculty or 
staff who are interested in 
helping raise money for the 
homeless in F–M.
Nitschke can be reached at 
nitschkeme@mnstate.edu
By Megan Nitschke
Editor
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Greek groups camp for a cause
MICHAEL SMITH / THE ADVOCATE 
Lindsay Marosi, sophmore, and Laura Lien, junior, camp out to raise money for the F-M Coalition 
for Homeless Persons. The Gamma Phi Beta and Delta Zeta sororities have been sitting outside 
since Tuesday at 10 a.m. and will finish their 48-hour effort today at 10 a.m..
Dorothy Day was a woman 
who inspired many people to 
give to the less fortunate. 
Today there are houses and 
food pantries dedicated to her. 
In the F-M area the house gives 
a home to 10 men, and the 
food pantry helps feed over 
1,500 people each month. 
The Dorothy Day Food 
Pantry was established in 1995 
and is run by 12 employees, 
but the real help comes from 
the 500+ volunteers that keep 
it going. 18,388 men, women 
and children received 333,101 
pounds of food in 2007. $1 dol-
lar given to the food pantry can 
help provide three meals for 
people in need. Considering 
how much each of us spend 
on a single lunch, this would 
be a small sacrifice that would 
make a big impact.
 Dorothy Day helped show 
the world that there are people 
out there in need of food and 
housing. How could someone 
like that possibly be anything 
other than a saint? Born in 
1897, she grew up in Chicago 
and started her career work-
ing as a journalist with com-
munist views. 
Eventually she converted to 
Catholicism and started the 
Catholic Worker movement, 
opening her first homeless 
shelter in New York City in 
1933. 
Day was arrested 75 times, 
once in 1917 when she and 
forty other women stood in 
front of the White House pro-
testing women’s exclusion 
from the electorate. After that 
she went on a hunger strike 
and was arrested yet again. 
She was arrested 73 more 
times for various marches, 
picketing for women’s rights, 
speaking out against the wars 
and human rights violations, 
all on behalf of the poor. 
Many houses and food pan-
tries around the world have 
been found in honor of her 
devotion. 
The Dorothy Day Food 
Pantry recognizes Hunger 
Action month in September, 
and includes many opportuni-
ties in honor of it. 
If you are interested in vol-
unteering for the Dorothy Day 
Food Pantry, contact the food 
pantry coordinator at 218–
284–8895 or fmddh.foodpan-
try@gmail.com to schedule a 
day/night that works best for 
you.
Schroepfer can be reached at 
schroepfka@mnstate.edu
Dorothy Day recognized 
for Hunger Action month
Volunteering and community service shine 
around Moorhead
By Katie Schroepfer
Staff writer
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Fajitas, Burritos, 
Chimichangas...
On the day of you
r 
birthday, choose 
any entrèe on
our giant menu 
for Free*!
PAR3027
801 38th St. South • Fargo
www.paradiso.com
*ID required.
Apply in person at: 
2829 S. University Drive, Fargo 
( inside Am. Fam. Ins. Build) 
or www.pcifargo.com
VARIOUS HRS. Between 10 am - 9 pm M-F 
SAT. REQUIRED 9 am - 5:30 pm
Hiring Immediately!
P/T & F/T TELESALES and 
TEMP. APPT. REMINDER CALLS
          CLASSIFIEDS    
FREE 2 YORKIE PUPPIES NEED NEW HOME. 
CONTACT jw.family55@gmail.com FOR MORE 
INFORMATION.
One Awesome female and two Male Beautiful 
Maltese puppies for free adoption for a good home 
where they will be proper taken care of. This babies 
are only 4 weeks 3 days old,The male puppies got a 
white colour ,and the female looks white too.They 
have all got great faces,nice stocky built,fat and 
very playful.(20-22 Ch Blood Lines)All puppies have 
shots, papers, guarantees.
Interested persons that can provide them a good 
home should Please email me at (mary.anthony45@
gmail.com) for more information about the them.
TRICARE FABRICS is in need of employees in these cat-
egories: Account Receiver,PAYROLL/PAY RECEIVER. Our 
salary is attractive plus benefits and takes only little of your 
time. Requirements -Should be a computer literate, NO age 
discrimination, must be efficient and dedicated. For more 
semester,” said Gess. 
The Corrick Center reten-
tion rate has grown 5 of the 
last 6 years, with 2008 being 
the highest recorded retention 
at 70 percent since it’s open-
ing in 1972. The 2009 retention 
rate has not yet been calcu-
lated, but “I suspect that when 
we see the 30 day retention 
rate, it will be even better,” 
said Gess.
The only time in the last 
seven years that the retention 
rate didn’t exceed the previ-
ous year was 2006, when it 
was 62.2 percent down from 
65.9 in 2005. 
The persistence rate, num-
ber of students returning after 
first semester is also way up 
at 81 percent. “We are espe-
cially excited about our per-
sistence from spring to fall,” 
Gess said.
Corrick Center students 
don’t have the ACT score of 
21 or higher to get automatic 
admission to our university, 
but the majority of the stu-
dents do have scores between 
17 and 20, which can lead 
to a bad reputation on cam-
pus.    “Our students go 
through the same rigor and 
sometimes more,” Gess said. 
“I wish  other the [dragon 
students] would take the time 
and come over to learn about 
the program, maybe take a 
class. If they even spent a cou-
ple hours figuring out what 
we do, they would probably 
change their opinion. We need 
people to understand that our 
students deserve to be here, 
they have a right to be here. 
They are good students.”
Smith can be reached at 
Dragons After Dark is a 
monthly program designed 
to provide positive entertain-
ment options for students on 
weekends. Starting as a one-
time orientation event in 2006, 
it has expanded over the past 
two years and is now a year-
round event. 
It is run by a committee 
of six MSUM staff members: 
Layne Johnson, Nina Johnson, 
Becky Boyle Jones, Veronica 
Michael, Lynn Peterson and 
Andrea Scott. Every month, 
the members rotate in their 
jobs, from designing the 
decorations to choosing the 
games.  
These directors and coordi-
nators come from all areas of 
MSUM, which helps Dragons 
After Dark connect with many 
areas of students and draw 
support from around the cam-
pus. 
They meet every month 
developing a theme, choos-
ing a location, organizing the 
decorations and games and 
promoting it to the student 
body.  
Dragons After Dark also has 
a graduate assistant, Kayla 
Meyer, who helps organize 
the decorations and student 
volunteers, and serves as the 
chair for the committee meet-
ings. 
Despite the award, the 
most important thing to the 
Dragons After Dark staff is 
the students of MSUM. 
“The overall goal,” said 
Johnson, “is to create an envi-
ronment where students feel 
comfortable and welcome, 
have fun, and engage with 
fellow students, as well as 
professional staff.” Veronica 
Michael and all the staff of 
this program truly appreci-
ate the support of the student 
body and hope they will con-
tinue to attend and have a 
good time.
The next Dragons After 
Dark event will be on Friday 
from 9 p.m. to 1 a.m. on the 
campus mall.  
If students would like to 
get involved, they can talk 
to any of the Dragons After 
Dark administrators, includ-
ing Kayla Meyer in the CMU 
Main Office, or contact them 
at www.mnstate.edu/cmu/
dragonsafterdark.
Holt can be reached
dragonS, fronT page
corrick, fronT page
about bringing a company 
together,” said Ellingson, “you 
learn from one another.”  
For the academic school year, 
MSUM Theater has a great 
season planned. The first pro-
duction will be “Rent,” then 
“Pinocchio,” which is going to 
be very movement-based, very 
Cirque du Soleil, followed by 
one of the most classic plays of 
all time, “Hamlet.” Finishing 
off the year will be “Springs 
Awakening” which is about 
teenage angst and coming of 
age. 
As for the 2010 Straw Hat 
Players, members will be 
selected by October and you 
can expect to be awed.   
george can be reached
at georgean@mnstate.edu
STraw HaT, page 6
